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Major Prior Investigations 



1963-64 



6/6/75 



1975-76 

6/23/76 



10/76-7/79 

10/76 

9/77 

9/78 

12/78 

7/79 



Warren Commission 

— Consisted of 7 members (Earl Warren, Sen. Richard Russell, 

Sen. John Sherman Cooper, Rep. Hale Boggs, Rep. Gerald ford, 

Allen Dulles, John McCloy) appointed by Lyndon Johnson on 11/29/63 

— Warren Report released on 9/27/64 ' 

— 26 volumes of testimony and exhibits released on 11/24/64 

Rockefeller Commission/Commission on CIA Activities within the 
United States (date of report cited here) 

Created by President Ford (who was a member of the Warren Commission) 
in the aftermath of Seymour Hersh's revelations in the N.Y. Times 
of CIA domestic activities 

— Scope widened to include Kennedy assassination in late April or May 1975 

— Commission created a panel of experts to examine the X-rays and 
photographs at the National Archives 

— Executive Director of the Rockefeller Commission was David Belin, 
who was one of the Warren Commission attorneys 
(Ronald Reagan was one of the members) 

— Confirmed the Warren Commission findings regarding the medical 
evidence, said CIA was not involved in any plot 

Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Activities (Church Committee) 

Schweiker-Hart Subcommittee on the Kennedy Assassination (did not 
analyze or deal with the medical evidence) 

Report released 

Excerpt from the report: "The investigation of the assassination 
was deficient..." Report alleged that facts were withheld from 
the investigators. 

House Select .Committee on Assassinations 

— House creates Select Committee on Assassinations 
— Closed session hearings on medical evidence 
— Public hearings 

— Public hearings presenting acoustical evidence of a conspiracy 
— Report alleging "probable conspiracy" released 
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Major Prior Publications 



Epstein, Edward J., Inquest . New York: Viking Press,, 1966. An account, of 
the functioning of the Warren Commission, joined with a theory that 
the Commission changed the autopsy report for political reasons. 

Lane, Mark. Rush to Judgment . New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1966. 
A defense brief for Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Manchester, William. Death of a President . New York: Harper and Row, 1967. 
The only book about the assassination to come from the Kennedy camp 
and an invaluable source of information ranging from details about 
who was running the bureaucracy to Jacqueline Kennedy's personal 
reactions. 

Meagher, Sylvia. Accessories After the Fact . New York: Bobbs-Merrill, 1967. 
An exhaustive comparison between all major statements in the Warren 
Report and the underlying evidence as published in the twenty-six 
volumes; implies a theory that the Warren Commission deliberately 
covered up the truth. 

Popkin, Richard. The Second Oswald . New York: Avon Books, 1966. An essay 
on the autopsy and a theory of whether an Oswald look-alike was 
deployed as part of a plot. 

Thompson, Josiah. Six Seconds in Dallas . New York: Bernard Geis, 1967. 

An analysis of the medical evidence and a reconstruction of the 
shooting in terms of three assassins. Excellent graphics. 

Weisberg, Harold. Whitewash . (Hyattstown, Md. ; self-published, 1966). 

A carefully researched, although somewhat shrill, attack on the 
Warren Report . 

Weisberg, Harold. Post-Mortem (Frederick, Md . ; self-published, 1975). 
Provides a convenient appendix of many of the medical documents 
available at the National Archives. 
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David Lif ton’s Startling 
Study of JFK’s Murder 



By Maxine Cheshire 

For 15 years, computer engineer 
David S. Lifton has tracked the Ken- 
nedy assassination just the way he did - 
"Project Apollo” during the moon 
landing. 

He has always taunted other Warren 
Commission critics that he— and only 
he— would someday piece together the 
truth about Dallas with the meticulous 
thoroughness of a man whose back- 
ground is math and physics and engi- 
neering. 

Now he has completed an investiga- 
tion that has obsessed him since 1965 in 
' book, entitled “Best Evidence,” that 
ihe prestigious publishing house of Mac- 
millan is bringing out in January. 

It apparently wasn’t just publicity 
hype when Macmillan announced in a 
cover ad in the current issue of Publish- 
ers Weekly that “One hundred years 
from now . . . this book will still be 
shocking . . . because it tells, at last, the 
truth about the deception surrounding 
the killing of John F. Kennedy.” 

Phones have been ringing all over 
the United States among that network 
of prominent assassination aficionados 
who analyze obscure data about the 
events of Nov. 22, 1963, the way other 
people play bridge or chess. 

Even Liftons detractors are conced- 
ing grudgingly that he is onto “some- 
thing important.” 

He has uncovered ifcw evidence that 
he believes “if Lee Harvey Oswald were 
alive today, it would get hint a new trial 



and he would be acquitted.” He also 
makes a convincing case for an argu- 
ment that President Kennedy’s death 
was a “deliberate professional political 
murder — and not a historic accident 
that was a quirk of fate — planned by a 
group in government who wanted him 
removed from office.” 

It’s about “faked evidence . . . dis- 
guises, camouflage . . . used to conceal 
the facts from all official government 
investigations.” 

It’s about “the mechanics of a frame- 
up .. . who orchestrated it and how 
the plan worked.” 

. “Lee Harvey Oswald is innocent,” 
Lifton argues, apparently more con- 
vincingly than anyone else has done 
before. 

Lee Harvey Oswald, according to 
Lifton, was a “chance suspect,” picked 
up because he had “bought a gun and 
had a fight with his wife and had made 
some threats against politicians.” 

He was a convenient scapegoat, Lif- 
ton says, “and it was easy to frame him 
in the eyes of the world. It’s as if you 
had won a Nobel Prize by falsifying 
your lab notebooks on research and 
got away with it for years until some- 
body came along and checked your 
findings and said wait a minute, these 
notebooks are fake.” 

Because of libel laws, the book is a 
"how-dunnit instead of a whodunit,” 
Lifton says. 

The military— particularly at Be- 
thesda Naval Hospital, where the JFK 
autopsy was performed — are not going; 
to like Lifton’s startling new findings. 

Sources familiar with Lifton’s manu- 
script say he has uncovered “never be- 
fore published documents that, dispute; 
those autopsy findings.” 



According to attorney Bernard V. 
Fensterwald, head of the priyate Com- 
mittee to Investigate Assassinations, 
the “deficiencies” of the autopsy af- 
fected “the whole investigation.” 

“A lot has already been said about 
the autopsy,” Fensterwald said yester- 
day. “That it should have been done in 
Texas, that it should have been done 
by professionals. They were not pro- 
fessionals and there were a lot of high 
military officers standing around 
while it was being done." 

Lifton, said Fensterwald, has 
tracked down and interviewed mili- 
tary witnesses never called by either 
the Warren Commission or the Hous 
select committee on assassinations.” 

“This isn’t going to be light bedtime 
reading," he said. 

Lifton, now 40, spent four years just 
rewriting his manuscript after it was 
accepted by Macmillan. Twenty other 
publishers, apparently not realizing 
the quality of his investigative skills, 
turned him down. 

Living on savings and family money,' 
he spent as much as $800 a month in 
long-distance phone tolls over a dec- 
ade and a half in pursuit of his truth. 

He made a lot "of enemies along the 
way, one of his peers said yesterday, 
because he was forever tantalizing 
them with the claim that he was the 
only one on the right track. 

“He always claimed he was the one 
researcher among us who knew the 
answer," one source said yesterday. 
“We would say, ‘All right, why don’t 
you tel! us then, why wait?’ There is. 
bound to be a lot of flack about why he 
didn’t make his findings known before 
the House select committee on assassi- 
nations hearings.” 

Lifton’s critics accuse him of being 
“secretive” and “paranoid” about his 
work. But he’s dying to talk about it 
now. His publisher has had to muzzle 
him with threats to keep him from giv- 
ing away all the tantalizing little de- 
tails before the publication date. 




Death Sequence 




By Martin J. Steadman 

Of The Herald Tribune Staff 

DALLAS. 

The Dallas doctor who perforjned emergency surgery on 
Texas Gov. Connally said yesterday that authorities have 
been able to reconstruct the sequence of shots that killed 
President Kennedy last Friday. 

The sequence, put together from eyewitness accounts by 
the Governor and Mrs. Connally and a crucial Polaroid pic- 
ture taken by a spectator, reveals that the President was 
killed by the third shot, the bullet that tore a piece of his 
skull away. 

Dr. Robert R. Shaw, chairman of the department of 
thoracic surgery at Parkland Memorial Hospital, said here 
yesterday that the President was “medically dead” the in- 
stant he was hit in the skull. He said medical authorities here 
felt that the first shot that hit the Presiden — the bullet 
struck him in the front of his throat and lodged in his right 
lung — was not a mortal wound. 

This was the. way the murderous fusillade tore into 
the back of the Presidential limousine. Dr. Shaw said: 

“The first bullet entered President Kennedy’s trachea, 
in the front of his neck, coursing downward into his right 
lung. The bullet was removed in Bethesda Naval Hospital 
in Maryland, where an autopsy was performed. 

“Gov. Connally states he turned, saw the President 
slumping, then felt a terrific blow to his right shoulder 
which stunned him. That was the second shot. 

“The Governor then was conscious of a dull explosion, 
the shot that struck fhe President and went through his 
skull, killing him. 

“We know that the first shot went through his throat 
because authorities have a Polaroid picture, taken by a 
spectator right after the first shot. It show's the President 
slumping, but his head is intact, undisturbed. 

"Additionally, Mrs. Connally said the third shot struck 
the President in the head.” 

Dr. Shaw admitted he was “a little baffled” by the 
first shot. “The assassin was behind him, yet the bullet 
entered at the front of his neck. Mr. Kennedy must have 
turned to his left to talk to Mrs. Kennedy or to wave to 
some one," Dr. Shaw said. 

He said the President technically was alive when he 
arrived at the hospital minutes after the shooting. 

“But medically he was dead when the bullet tore off 
a piece of his skull,” he said. “The doctors took one look 
and knew there was no hope.” 

He said the President arrived at Parkland Hospital 
“in agony.” 

Dr. William Kemp Clark said, “A very large piece of 
his skull was blown away. It was one great big hole. It was 
through Inis wound that his brain extruded and blood 
pouted profusely.” 



November 1963 





David Lifton, author of BEST EVIDENCE: Disguise 

and Deception in the Ass assination of John F. 
Kennedy (Macmillan). Photo by: Marilyn Thvpin 
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Figure 24. 

Table showing differences between wounds at Dallas and at Bethesda and corres- 
ponding differences between trajectories 
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Schematic; not drawn to scale 





Figure 20. 

The Parkland/ Bethesda conflict concerning the President’s head wound 

Left: Drawing illustrating the hole seen at Parkland Hospital, as described by 
doctors in medical reports and Warren Commission testimony. Dr. Carrico 
estimated the size as 5 by 7 cm (2 by 2% inches). Parkland doctors located this 
wound in the right occipitoparietal area. 

Right: Large irregular hole, 13 cm across (514 inches), described in Bethesda 
autopsy, extending from rear (occipital area) and involving chiefly the parietal 
bone but extending also into the temporal area. 
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FBI Channel 11/22/63 Navy / Secret Service Channel 




Figure 12. 

Twin transmission line showing visit to Dallas doctors, December news leaks, and 
Secret Service transmission of autopsy report to FBI 
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Time 


Event 


Source of Data 




6:55 


Ambulance arrives at front of hospital 
with Kennedys 


Secret Service reports 




7:07 


Ambulance drives off 


William Grigg in Washington Star, 
11/23/63 






driven by Admiral Galloway 


Washington Post, 11/23/63 






Confusion between two ambulances; 
ambulance chase 


Interviews with casket team 






Two fruitless round trips between front 
and rear of hospital 


Barnum’s account, 11/29/63 






FBI follows an ambulance to rear 
entrance; assists with casket; prevented 
from entering a room 


Sibert and O’Neill report 




7:17 


“Preparation for the autopsy” 


Sibert and O’Neill interview with 
Specter, 3/64 (time corroborated by 
army report, which indicates autopsy 
commenced shortly after 7:14) 




'7:30 


Kellerman gives this as latest time that 
autopsy began; names Galloway as fourth 
autopsy surgeon 


Kellerman’s testimony before Warren 
Commission 


V| (/ \v 

•w/ii V' , 

l/V' ^'^' u 1 


7:35 Humes says this is when he received the 

body 

S' 8:00 Casket team carries Dallas casket into 

| morgue 

* 8:15 First incision 

it* 

Figure 36. 


Humes’ Warren Commission testimony 
Casket team report 
Sibert and O’Neill report 



Chronology of events at Bethesda Naval Hospital 
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Figure 42. 

Time line for clandestine intermission hypothesis 
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